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April 28, 2021 

The Redistricting Process Explained 
Every decade, following the U.S. census count and apportionment cycle, the 
redistricting process begins. Redistricting refers to the creating or redrawing of 
electoral districts within a state to ensure each is represented fairly. In general, this 
process is left up to individual states, but there are some federal parameters officials 
must adhere to — relating to population equality and protections for racial and 
language minority groups. 
Typically, redistricting begins early in a year ending with “1” — such as 2021 — and 
is completed within the next year. However, states may revisit the process several 
times between apportionments, if allowed under state law or required by a legal 
challenge. 
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