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At least 55 representatives, 8 senators will 
be vacating committees

The House Armed Services and Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions committees will see the 
highest turnover due to the 2020 general election.

Twelve representatives and four senators from each 
committee either lost their reelection bids or did not run 
for another term. Committee departures will be an 
important consideration in determining committee 
assignments for freshmen members of the 117th 
Congress. The steering committees in charge of 
assignments will need to consider the balance of power 
between parties on each committee.

Members of these committees may also decide to 
pursue spots on other committees, leading to changes 
in other committee assignments. Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
(D-Calif.) has announced she will not seek the 
chairmanship of the Senate Judiciary Committee in the 
117th Congress. The senator who takes her place as 
chair could give up a leadership position or spot on 
another committee to do so, leaving those slots open 
for other members. 
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