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How a Supreme Court justice  is 
nominated and confirmed

Over the past 40 years, the average time for the 
Senate to reach a final vote on a Supreme Court 
justice nominee has been 72 days — nearly twice the 
time left before the 2020 general election. 

The modern process of confirming Supreme Court 
justices has three major stages: First, the president 
chooses and announces their nominee for the court. 
Second, the nominee is exhaustively vetted by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. In the final stage, the 
whole Senate debates and votes to confirm or reject 
the nominee. 

Historically, senators have avoided filibustering the 
confirmation process, and a change to Senate rules in 
2017 effectively ended the practice by allowing 
debate to end with a simple majority vote. As a result, 
the party that controls the Senate can complete the 
entire process without any votes from the minority 
party — and in recent years, confirmation votes have 
increasingly fallen along party lines. 
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