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How Covid-19 disrupted tax filing season

Covid-19 has affected the IRS in several ways:
• The agency has extended the income tax filing 

deadline until July 15. 
• It has dealt with increased traffic and additional filing 

activity related to the Economic Impact Payment 
program.

• It has so far sent more than 89.5 million payments 
(about $160 billion) as a part of the EIP program, 
which has given Americans up to $1,200 per adult 
and $500 per child. 

Sources: IRS, The 
Wall StreetJournal

As of the week ending April 17, filings received by the 
agency are down 15.5 percent compared to the same 
time as last year. The number of returns the IRS has 
processed and the number of refunds it has sent out 
also lag behind progress at the same time in the 2019 
season. At this point in the season, the average refund 
is $2,818, or 3 percent higher than the average refund at 
this point in the 2019 filing season. 
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