
April 16, 2020

Who’s getting a CARES Act stimulus check? 

The CARES Act, the $2 trillion pandemic relief 
package passed by Congress in late March, 
includes economic relief for individuals in the form 
of a $1,200 stimulus check — or $2,400 for a 
married couple — with a $500 boost per child.  But 
for individuals with 2019 incomes above $75,000 
and married couples with incomes above $150,000, 
the amount is reduced by $5 for every $100 of 
income above the threshold. For unmarried heads 
of household, the threshold begins instead at 
$112,500. Overall, according to estimates 
produced by the labor market analytics firm Emsi, 
83 percent of workers are eligible for the full  
amount and an additional 8 percent are eligible for 
a partial amount.

Sources: Tax Foundation; Emsi
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Which types of workers will be eligible for a stimulus check?
Share of workers who are eligible for a full or partial CARES Act stimulus checkOccupational Total  

category workers 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Management

Computer and Mathematical

9.3M

4.7M

35% eligible for full amount

40%

Architecture and Engineering 2.7M 44%

Legal 1.4M 46%

Business and Financial 8.6M 58%

Life, Physical, and Social Science 1.3M 58%

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 9.1M 59%

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media 3.0M 75%

Education, Training, and Library 9.2M 79%

Protective Service 3.6M 84%

Construction and Extraction 7.6M 86%

Military-only 945K 87%

Community and Social Service 2.7M 87%

Sales 16.3M 88%

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 6.4M 89%

Transportation and Material Moving 11.2M 95%

Production 9.6M 96%

Office and Administrative Support 23.5M 97%

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry 1.2M 98%

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance 5.9M 98%

Personal Care and Service 7.2M 98%

Healthcare Support 4.4M 99%
Food Preparation and Serving 13.6M 100%
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