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A handful of new Omicron subvariants have emerged weeks ahead of an expected winter surge. 
Three of those — BQ.1, BQ.1.1 and BF.7 — make up 23% of current Covid-19 cases in the U.S., 
according to the CDC’s Nowcast model. BA.5 is still the most dominant strain, responsible for 
more than half of all cases as of the week ending October 22. 
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The latest in pandemic news 

• CDC advisers voted 15-0 on Oct. 20 to add Covid-19 vaccines to routine immunization 
schedules for children and adults. 

• California will lift its Covid-19 public health state of emergency on Feb. 28. 
• Four in 5 Americans have received at least one Covid-19 vaccine as of Oct.19, 

according to the CDC. Just under half of the U.S. population has completed their 
primary vaccine series and received a booster dose. 
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