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Firearm background checks surge in the pandemic

Firearm background checks jumped 40% from 2019 to 2020 during the Covid-19
pandemic — the greatest yearly change documented so far by the National Instant
Criminal Background Check System. The FBIl-operated NICS serves as a national
name check system for federal firearms licensees to determine whether someone
can make firearm transactions. While there is no national registry of guns, and one
background check does not mean one firearm sold, firearm background checks can
point to movement in the firearm industry.

In March 2021, the FBI recorded the highest number of firearm background checks to date*
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May 25: The death of George
Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man
who was killed by a police officer in
Minneapolis, Minn., sparked global
protests and renewed support for
the Black Lives Matter movement.

Jan. 6: Supporters of President
Donald Trump stormed the

March. 16: A gunman killed eight people
— six of whom were Asian women —in
a series of mass shootings at three
different massage parlors in Atlanta, Ga.
This sparked protests and rallies against
Asian hate nationwide.

Capitol. The insurrection
resulted in five deaths.

Nov. 5: Election protests began,
resulting in several violent
clashes between pro-Trump
demonstrators and
counterprotestors.

Aug. 3: A gunman, targeting
Latinos, killed 23 people in an
El Paso, Texas, Walmart. The
FBI investigated the incident

as a hate crime.

March 11: The WHO declared

the Covid-19 outbreak a
pandemic. Starting in
mid-April,
anti-lockdown protests took
place in several states.
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Aug. 23: 29-year-old Jacob
Blake, a Black man from
Kenosha, Wis., was shot in the
back by a police officer. Blake
was left paralyzed, but
survived.
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*The events annotated on this chart are incidents from the last two years that spurred national protests. This is not an exhaustive compilation.
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States that conducted the most checks so far in 2021 Eight of the ten highest days of background checks were

FIREARM BACKGROUND CHECKS FROM JAN. TO MARCH 2021 in the pandemic
FIREARM BACKGROUND CHECKS FROM NOV. 1998 TO MARCH 2021

lllinois

kentucky [ 2. March 30, 2021
Indiana - 3. March 25,2021

lllinois has consistently

Texas ranked among top states for RlCUEIEZE  The days following the Atlanta
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Pennsylvania - RV e PliPk]  days recorded by the NICS.
California - 7. Nov. 24,2017
Michigan - 8. Nov. 29, 2019
utah [ 9. March 19, 2021

10. Nov. 27, 2020
aara [ 10. Nov. 27,2020 |

Sources: FBI, news reports
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