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How Amtrak has spent CARES Act funding

Since March, Amtrak’s ridership and thus revenue has lagged due to the Covid-19 crisis. Congress
responded by granting the company $1.018 billion in coronavirus relief through the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act. Amtrak’s inspector general released a spending report on
Aug. 7 that broke down how they are spending the CARES Act funding. Through June, Amtrak has
spent about $402 million of the $1 billion in total funds.

Use of CARES Act funds, March 1 through June 2020*

ESTIMATED PLANNED
Qualifying expenditures SPENDING

Includes expenses for train fuel, power and $387 million

commissary food; does not include Amtrak’s

expenses related to providing intercity train
service to states. UNDS SPEN
$43 million

$385 million

Operating labor and associated taxes

Includes operating labor and associated taxes
for all company employees except those relat-
ed to state supported services and services
Amtrak provides to other partners such as
commuter railroads.

State-supported services

The CARES Act limits the share of costs Amtrak cancharge

states for the company’s providing of intercity passenger rail $239 million
service to states in FY2020. These funds cover the differ-

ence between Amtrak’s actual cost for services and the

reduced amount Amtrak charges states under CARES.

Salary and wage payments to workers affected by Covid-19 $5 million
Includes 14 days paid leave for employees affected by the &
coronavirus, including workers who have underlying medical $3 million

conditions that may put them at risk if they become ill.

Direct coronavirus-related expenditures

. . . . $2 million
Includes spending for cleaning services for stations,
offices and facilities; spending for cleaning supplies ‘
including masks, gloves and cleaning products. $1 million

*The CARES Act was enacted March 27, 2020 and funds were distributed to Amtrak April 10, 2020. Amtrak planned to use the
funds beginning March 1 to cover costs incurred as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.

Sources: Amtrak Office of Inspector General, POLITICO staff reports
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